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New Zealand glass artist Liz Sharek’s home is a clever composition of reflection, colour and craftsmanship

STORY & STYLING TAMI CHEISTIANSEN PHOTOCRAPHY KARINA TENGRIRG
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Evtr}' dﬂ}} Liz Sharek pushes the houndaries 1o create original
works ofart. Her aimis to inspire, to provoke and to challenge perceptions
- and her beausifully formed yet unorthodox style is epitomised in
her sculptural, modern home. Designed by architect Andrew Lister,
the combined home and glass studio is composed of three distinet
but connected *hoxes', and Liz's own artistic approach formed the
inspiration behind the design, “[ prefer designing houses that don't
necessarily look like houses,” sayvs Andrew — which made his style a
grea fit for the home’s unorthodox owner, “This design works perfectly
for Liz, as she is constantly working with art form.”

The 200-square-metre dwelling sits at the bottom of a steep driveway
in Auckland, New Zealand, The home'’s geometric angles and planes are
the complete antithesis of the older-style homes in the neighborhood
Designed in three separate zones which can be closed off from each
other, the grownd floor is made up of one “volume”, encompassing Liz's
studio. A staircase beyond leads upstairs to the living area, which is
connected to a private zone including two bedrooms and bathrooms,

Like a true artist’s residence, the home is all about symbolism: for
example, the grownd floor studio is clad with [atticed timber 1o tie into
the space’s crafty vike, while the living zone 5 clad with compressed
sheet metal and the sleeping zone with long-run roofing 1o evoke a
relaxed, holiday house feel, 1 think Andrew had the traditional MNew
Zealand bach [beach house] in mind, with its simplicity and use of wood
and fron,” says Liz. Andrew concurs: “We aimed for a 19505 look.”
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Surprisingly, given its radically different zones, the house works
well as a whole, “I wanted the equivalent of a spacious house with as
much privacy and open space as possible,” says Liz. Now, the separate
living and work environments accommadate and reflect Lizs life and
personality, as do her various works — vases, vessels and light boxes
- scattered I:|1H|u:_LHHLI1 the three Spaces,

Despite its separate sections, the urban home, which backs onto the
bush, has a feel of continuity - an cutdoor deck runs alongside the
apen-plan living, kitchen and dining zone, aceessed by Shoji-style sliding

doors (apposite). “There are very few full stops in this house, which [
love,” says Liz, 1 built this house for me so [ didn’t want to compromise
or think abeut the future or how anyone else might use the space”

Liz's quirky touches include the vintage "60s black-and-white
floral wallpaper in the bedroom {overleal), which she found
languishing at the back of an op shop. "It was just one of those
things,” enthuses Liz, "When 1 found this fabulous wallpaper,
[ just had 1o go with it and find a place to use 0" The same went for the
s red glass mosaie tiles in the bathroom, of which she bought the
store’s last few metres, Artwork by Lizk friends and peers, along with
the mixed and matched furnishings, add additional zest,

By 1.‘|kirig chances and i]u.'ﬂkiu}_'_ the rules of traditional architecture,
Liz and Andrew have created a highly original home that, when it
comes to jts artistic inhabitant, speaks volumes - literally.

Arndrew Lister, call + 649 307 7050 or visit wwwendrewlisterarchitect.com.
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Who lives here? M7 plass artist Liz Shan ised a lot of mirors and reflactive surfac
Whart's the best [hmnr 1bout living th_? to make the spaces appear bigper”
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DESIGNING HOUSES THAT
DON'T NECESSARILY LOOK

LIKE HOUSES" SAYS
ARCHITECT ANDREW LISTER.
“THIS DESIGN WORKS
PERFECTLY FOR LIZ, AS SHE
IS CONSTANTLY WORKING
WITH ART FORM"
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